








In December, Tryon Palace Historic Sites & Gardens hosts
Jonkonnu performances as part of our candlelight holiday
events. See our website at www.tryonpalace.org for the

specific schedule. We hope to see you and your students there!

Suggested Masking Activity
Wearing masks was an important component of the Jonkonnu

celebrations—one that may have had its origin in African traditions.

In Africa, masks are used in ceremonies as a way of appealing
to the spirits for help or for giving thanks. As an extension of
the Jonkonnu discussion, students could make and decorate
masks similar to those worn during Jonkonnu celebrations.
Materials include: lightweight posterboard in a light color,
felt-tip markers or crayons for decorating masks, multi-colored
raffia or narrow fabric strips, a single hole punch, scissors,

and narrow elasticized thread.

Use either of the shapes shown, making the masks about eight
inches wide and ten to twelve inches long. Create several mask
templates for students to trace. Have students cut out masks.
Some students may need adult assistance with cutting eye,
nose, and mouth holes. Students can then decorate their masks.
Geometric and spiral motifs are appropriate, but creativity
should be encouraged. Tie raffia or fabric strips through holes

punched along the sides and top edges of the masks.

Punch a hole at each side and tie a twelve- or fifteen-inch
length of elasticized thread through each hole, pulling elastic

just tight enough to hold mask in place.

Allow an hour for this activity.

Suggested Further Reading
Fenn, Elizabeth, “A Perfect Equality Seemed to Reign’: Slave
Society and Jonkonnu,” North Carolina Historical Review 65

(April 1988): 127-153.
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If you would like more information about
the Tryon Palace Historic Sites & Gardens
Jonkonnu performances, please contact:
Sharon Bryant at 252-514-4944 or
sbryant@tryonpalace.org

Or fill out the form below and return to:

Tryon Palace Historic Sites & Gardens
Attn: Sharon Bryant

P.O. Box 1007

New Bern, NC 28563

Name

Birthdate/Age

If Under 18:
School/Grade

Parent/Guardian Name(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

E-Mail Address

Council of Friends Member? Yes! | No ||

Member Number Exp. Date

Musical Experience?

Not ready to join, but you would like to
support Jonkonnu performances?

Contact Sharon Bryant at 252-514-5944 or
sbryant@tryonpalace.org to find out how!



Our mission 1s to educate the community
through outreach programs.
We provide awareness and information
on opportunities that will provide a greater

vigion of African American history.
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